
What will The Gift Be Used For? 
 

Help Us To BE HERE In 2010...and beyond 
Many churches are closing all around us in this current economy. We believe that God wants us to 

BE HERE in the future. We need to be here for those 88% of our county who are not in church. We 

need to be here to help those in our community. We need to be here for other churches that may 

need help as well. 
 

Redouble Our Ministry Efforts In Family and Outreach 
We want to do more to help reach and strengthen families. It takes much in the way of resources to 

effectively do quality family, children’s, and student ministry. There is much we can do, but it will 

take resources. In addition, we need to do more in the area of community outreach and ministry. 

We have to reach out to people and let them know about The Ridge and about God’s love for them. 
 

Missions and Church Planting 
 We want to further support our church plant, Canvas Church, in Savannah. In addition, we will be 

prayerfully sending teams to Burkina Faso in 2010. A significant part of The Gift will go toward 

other international missions efforts as well. 
 

Free Up Cash 
As the economy has struggled and our giving has decreased, we have incurred some debt simply 

because of a lack of cash flow the last 6 months. Because of this, we have some debts. It isn’t a 

huge amount, but it is something that we need to be free from in order to allow us to better focus 

our resources on ministry, missions and outreach.  This may not be a really exciting goal, but it is 

essential to honor God by eliminating debt.  We would rather be spending God’s resources on min-

istry and outreach. This is essential to us being more lean, healthy and strong this coming year. 
 

How Are All Of These Things Going To Be Possible? 
It is going to take everyone participating and partnering together. You may not realize it, but less 

than 20% of the people who attend @ The Ridge give over 80% of the money. In addition, about 

25% of that is given by our staff alone. That means that many people are in the stands watching the 

game, who now have an opportunity to join the team and get in the game. If we are going to be 

effectively used by God in this coming year and beyond, even in a difficult economy, it’s going to 

take all of us together. 

Our Staff and Stewardship Team have diligently worked to cut our budget and control spending. 

We are continually monitoring and looking to remain as “lean” as possible and still be effective in 

accomplishing God’s vision. 
 

What Are We Asking? 

• We want to ask everyone to give BIG to The Gift Offering on December 13 or 20.  

• Then we are asking everyone to increase their giving & give faithfully & obediently in 2010. 
 

What Tools Will We Make Available? 

• In January, we will be starting a new series called, “SQUEEZED! What to do when your bail-

out doesn’t come”. This will be a practical series with biblical principles that will empower, 

encourage, and equip each of us to become more financially free.  

• We are also offering new Financial Peace University classes at the end of that series that will 

give you tools that you can use immediately to live the way God would intend...debt free! 
 

What About The Faith Initiative? 

The 3-year commitments that many people made to the Faith Initiative six months ago 

are still moving forward. We have researched and made some contacts regarding a cou-

ple of pieces of land. In addition, we have made some initial contacts regarding an addi-

tional staff member. All of which are part of the FI. Needless to say, the FI is still mov-

ing forward as God directs! 

So...will you PRAY and SEEK God for what HE would have you give to The Gift? 



 

What IS The Gift? 
Each year at Christmas, The Church @ The Ridge has 

traditionally given a special gift offering, over and 

above our regular tithes and offerings to the Lord. The 

Gift always has a special designation for ministry 

needs and missions. 
 

Why A Special Gift Offering? 
As we enter into the increasingly commercial Christmas season, it is sometimes difficult 

for us to remain focused on the true meaning and purpose of this time of year.  Most of us 

are trying to budget and see what we can afford to give and get this Christmas. However, 

we are missing out on a great blessing when we lose our focus away from Christ and 

gratefully giving back to Him. 
 

Ephesians 1:7-8 says, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom 

and understanding.” (emphasis added)   

God has lavished his grace and love on us. The word lavished means “to give or spend 

something generously or to excess; to be extravagant with something.”  We do not re-

motely deserve even a little of God’s grace, but He chooses to give it to us extravagantly, 

because He loves us! 
 

This Thanksgiving and Christmas the challenge to each of us, is to consider how we could 

lavishly give back a Gift of gratitude and love to God and His work. On December 13, 

The Church @ The Ridge will give “The Gift”- this special, annual gift to God in grati-

tude and love for His incredible grace to us.  
 

Pray individually and as a family about what God would have you give – over and above 

your regular tithes – to this special offering. The challenge for each of us is to do one of 

two things: 

• Match or exceed your most expensive gift purchase this Christmas 
• OR match the total amount you will spend this Christmas 
 

“Wow! That’s a lot!” you might be saying. Yes, but we are pretty good at “lavishly” 

spending on ourselves and others at Christmas. Honestly, it may take rethinking your 

Christmas budget and sacrificing some things in order to give back to the Lord and His 

work in this community and beyond.  You may even feel led to do something more than 

this. I don’t know what God will lay on your heart, but you must know that He will honor 

your sacrificial giving and you will receive His richest blessings in return. It may not be 

financial, but He will faithfully bless you and your family. 
 

When Will We Give The Gift? 
On Sunday, December 13 and also on December 20, we will give The Gift at a special 

place in our worship gathering. It will be a wonderful act of worship as we lay our gifts at 

the altar! You will also be able to mail your Gift offering or give online if you cannot be 

here either of these days. You may want to give a portion each week if that helps your 

budget.  

A Word From Pastor Steve… 
I believe with all my heart that God is about to do something 

phenomenal, not just in our community, but in our nation and 

the world! 2009 has been a challenging year in many respects. 

The economy has caused many people to lose jobs or have to 

cut back. Bonuses are gone as are raises and even benefits. This 

year has seen churches and non-profits struggle as a result. The 

Ridge is no exception.  However, God has continued to show 

Himself mighty! He has provided thus far for us to keep going 

when many churches around us are having to fold up the tent. God has given us a great 

body of people who love Him and whose lives are being transformed by His grace. We 

have seen much life-change in our short 3 1/2 year history. God is to be praised and glo-

rified!  
 

I believe that 2010 is going to be a hinge-pin year @ The Ridge. It seems that we are in 

many ways, at a crossroads. We are on the edge of a significant movement of God in our 

community. Being positioned to be used by God as we move toward our fourth anniver-

sary as a church, is my biggest prayer. I pray that we will be available, that we will be 

here and that we will be tools in His hands as the Lord brings revival and awakening in 

our community. I pray that we will reach more people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and that more people who are disconnected from the church will have their perspective 

changed on the church, God, themselves and others. 
 

I believe that God is going to do something amazing in 2010! But we must be ready as a 

church. It is going to mean that we continue pressing forward in many ways. God has 

done amazing things since He launched His Church @ The Ridge. .. 
 

Did You Know…? 
• ...in the last 25 months, we have seen 165 people baptized @ The Ridge. 

• ...since we started in April of ‘06, almost 200 people have been baptized 

• ...many more have put their faith in Christ! 

• ...in the last 3 months, our student ministry has quadrupled in size under our Family  

   Ministry and interim student director, Jason Wade. 

• ...we are seeing an average of 3-5 new families visiting The Ridge each week! 

• ...24 families (over 150 individuals) were impacted through our Family Camp this 

summer...20 families have already committed to this year’s camp. 

• ...The Ridge is involved in flood relief, community ministry through Warehouse Of 

Hope, church planting  in Savannah and throughout metro Atlanta and missions in 

Burkina Faso, Africa, and other areas as well. 

• ...Paulding County is still 88% unchurched.  
 

All of these are evidence of God’s work among us and through His people @ The Ridge. 

There is much to be done this coming year and I believe God would still have us in 

crease our capacity, spiritually, physically, and financially, to reach people in our com-

munity who need the Hope of the Gospel. 
 

I believe that God wants us to be solid, strong, and healthy as a church this year. I believe 

that God has amazing opportunities and challenges ahead that are undeniable and unex-

plainable. 
 

What are our goals for The Gift and for 2010? Keep reading... 


